STRUGGLE   FOR   INDEPENDENCE

than peace and tranquillity. Nor was he deceived as to
the position in respect of Luther's cause; he knew that
it had long since become too powerful to be shufHed out
of existence with a stroke of the pen. He knew that no
one would be convinced by his eloquence, that he could
change nothing, and better nothing. Lacking pleasure
in, lacking any desire for the undertaking, he entered
the battle which had been thrust upon him. He could
not draw back now. And when his work against Luther
was at length, in 1524, handed over to the printer, he
sighed, relieved at heart: "Jacta alea est" (the die is
cast).
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